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QLAB 2017 Artists Announced
Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre
Local independent artists with a passion for Creative Penrith have the chance to reimagine what theatre can be and who it is for.
QLAB is The Q’s Annual Artist in Residence Program at The Joan. Following an open callout, Four Residences have been awarded for 2017, and will be provided with financial assistance and space as well as technical and dramaturgical support for creative development. The 2017 QLAB Recipients are emerging playwright Joel Burrows, cross-disciplinary performers Carolyn Eccles and Sean O’Keeffe, theatre-makers Emily Ayoub and Clockfire Theatre Company, and performance makers Rachel Roberts and Nathan Harrison.

Joel Burrows. Photo: Alana Dimou
Emerging artist Joel Burrows, who was part of The Q’s Propel Playwriting program in 2016, will use the Residency to work on his new project Coconuts & Bananas. This project tells the story of Deri, an Australian teenager who has everything - his own car, a hot girlfriend, and he once stole Hugh Jackman’s underwear from a public swimming pool. To his horror all this changes when he secretly reads his girlfriend’s diary…
Carolyn Eccles and Sean O’Keeffe, Blue Mountains-based artists with a passion for cross-disciplinary practice, will develop their performance investigation Glenn Meringuey, exploring the title character, the mysterious and little-known Glenn Meringuey, a 1930s Blue Mountains-based movie star whose work, until recently, has been lost from the archives.
Emily Ayoub and Clockfire Theatre Company are an up and coming Western Sydney based company of theatre makers, creating dynamic new work with diverse teams of creatives.  Their project - Sultana’s Dream and the Meeting of a Number of Wise Women - is an original theatrical creation, based on the 111-year-old Indian feminist utopian story ‘Sultana’s Dream’, written by Muslim feminist writer and social reformer Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain.
Rachel Roberts and Nathan Harrison will share a Residency with two projects, the first of which, Everything You Ever Wanted, will explore the science of dieting, weight loss and disordered eating – a deeply personal undertaking into a touchy subject area. The second project, How I Saved the Western Black Rhino, is a storytelling performance lecture about extinction, wildlife conservation and what it takes to bring a species back from the brink. Rachel Roberts, no new-comer to the Q, supported the development of The Q’s Frankenstein and looks forward to being one of The Q’s Artists in Residence in 2017. 
Nick Atkins, Producer, Q Programs is eagerly anticipating the outcomes of QLAB 2017: new voices, alternate points of view, investigation of distinctive new forms, the challenging and reinvigoration of art form practice, and the potential for ongoing development of new work. 

The creative hot-housing of Black Birds as part Q LAB in 2016 contributed toward its upcoming presentation as part of The Joan’s 2017 Subscription Season. Created and Performed by Emele and Ayeesha, Black Birds has been supported in various forms by Festival Fatale, aMBUSH Gallery and Footscray Community Arts Centre. The performance will draw in actors, artists as well as musicians and will offer audiences at The Joan the chance to be first to see this innovative new work.The Black Birds creative team, Emele Ugavule and Ayeesha Ash, are continuing to develop the project this month at The Joan, ready for its 29 March – 8 April season. Come and see the full scale evolution and creative vibrancy that comes from a QLAB residency. Tickets are $35/$30 and are on sale now!

This homegrown production has its roots right here in Penrith through The Q’s Artist in Residence program and we are delighted to bring local audiences its full-scale evolution.
Bring yourself, bring your friends, bring your hair. Afro combs will be provided. 
Emele Ugavule and Ayeesha Ash have a few things in common; names that seem difficult to pronounce, hair and the colour of their skin. 
The list could continue but nothing unites them more than their experiences as brown gals with Afros. Is their hair so big because it’s full of secrets? Find out as they discuss, explore and offer a vision for what it means to be a woman of colour in modern day Australia.

Adding spice to the traditional theatrical form and reimagining the rule book, this show will blend music, movement, spoken word and real stories to create a performance experience like you’ve not had before.

Created and Performed by Emele and Ayeesha, Black Birds has been supported in various forms by Festival Fatale, aMBUSH Gallery and Footscray Community Arts Centre. The performance will draw in actors, artists as well as musicians and will offer audiences at The Joan the chance to be first to see this innovative new work.
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Ayeesha Ash (co-collaborator in Black Birds with Emele Ugavule), Photo: Alana Dimou.
ABOUT THE Q

Growing out of the legacy of the Q Theatre Company and over 50 years of stellar ground breaking theatre-making, The Q helps to make The Joan a perfect place to imagine, create, build, design and experiment, test ideas or explore new collaborations and contexts.

The Q embraces new work and brings together emerging and established local talent with artists from all across Australia to make theatre for and from the people of Penrith. With a focus on contemporary theatre projects The Q is home to directors, playwrights, actors, musicians, digital artists and the many creatives who find themselves somewhere in between. Based at The Joan, there is a place for dedicated creative development for theatre makers big and small.

QLAB –a great opportunity in Creative Penrith to develop your creative way of experiencing the world and the story you have ready to be told. 
FURTHER INFORMATION / INTERVIEWS / IMAGES /VIDEOS
For more information please contact:

Joanne Grenenger joanne.grenenger@penrith.city  

P: 0416833211
For images visit: 
Black Birds

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ge7o925xs62jdco/alanadimou-joan-september-30.jpg?dl=0 
Joel Burrow

https://www.dropbox.com/s/bp3ys2wmb9jom17/alanadimou-joan-september-17.jpg?dl=0
SOCIAL MEDIA SHARING
Short update for Facebook: Recipients of QLAB 2017 announced -  Carolyn Eccles and Sean O’Keeffe; Rachel Roberts and Nathan Harrison; Joel Burrows, and Emily Ayoub and Clockfire Theatre Company.
Exciting new creative forces as emerging and established local talent and artists from all across Australia come together to make theatre for and from the people of Penrith, reimaging what theatre can be.
140 Characters for twitter Recipients of QLAB 2017 announced www.thejoan.com.au 
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